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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

A network-device control system for performing 
priority control of a network device constituting a 
network based upon priority of an user, said system 
5 compr \s ing : 

arXevent notification device for detecting that a 
user has \ogged in to a communication terminal or that a 
user has laWiched a predetermined application from a 
conununication\terminal, and reporting an identifier of 
10 the user and thV f act that an event has occurred; and 

a network-device controller for performing priority 
control of a network device based upon information 
reported by said evenV notification device; wherein 
^ said network-device^ controller acquires priority of 

15 the user indicated by the\user identifier reported by 

said event notification dev\ce, obtains a network device 
on a communication path between said communication 
terminal and an apparatus that ass the destination of 
communication, generates information necessary to 
20 perform priority control in accordance with the user 

priority, and sets this priority control information in 
each network device. \ 

2. The system according to claim 1, further comprising 
a database unit for storing, in association\with a user 
25 identifier, user information that includes thei address 
of the apparatus that is the destination of 
communication and the user priority; wherein 

said event notification device acquires the 



priority of the Vxser and the address of the apparatus 
that is the destination of communication from said 
database unit and\ reports these to said network-device 
controller. \ 
5 3. The system according to claim 2, wherein 

when a user h^s logged in by inputting the user 
identifier, the communication terminal sends this user 
identifier and the address of the communication terminal 
to said database uniti; 

1 0 said database unit stores the address of the 

communication terminal! in association with the user 
identifier; and \ 

said event notification device detects log-in by a 
change in user information in said database unit, 

15 acquires the priority of \ the user, the address of the 
apparatus that is the destination of communication and 
the address of the communication terminal from said 
database unit, and reports! these to said network-device 
controller. \ 

20 4. The system according to\claim 2, wherein 
when a user has launched a predetermined 
application, the communication terminal sends the user 
identifier, the address of the\ communication terminal 
and an application identifier of the application to said 

25 database unit; \ 

said database unit stores the address of the 
communication terminal, the application identifier and 
the address of an apparatus that isVthe destination of 



communication of \the application in association with the 
user identifier; and 

said event novtif ication device detects an 
app licat ion- launch \e vent by a change in application 
5 information in saidl database unit, acquires the priority 
of the user, the adchress of the apparatus that is the 
destination of communication and the address of the 
communication terminau. from said database unit, and 
reports these to said \ network-device controller. 
10 5, The system according to claim 1, wherein said event 
notification device includes: 

an event detector ttor detecting that a user has 
logged in to a communication terminal or that a user has 
launched an application from a communication terminal; 
1 5 and \ 

an event notifier for notifying said network-device 
controller of the fact that the event occurred and of 
the user identifier; and \ 

said network-device controller includes: 
20 an event receiver for receiving notification from 

said event notifier; \ 

a priority acquisition unit for acquiring the 
priority of the user indicated\by the received user 
identifier; \ 
25 a device selector for selecting a network device 

which is subjected to priority control based upon the 
priority of the user; \ 

a device-specific information acquisition unit for 
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acquiring state of configuration of the selected network 
device and a Aethod of configuring the device ; 

a conf ig\iration information generator for 
generating pri&rity-control configuration information 
5 for performing briority control of each network device 
based upon the acquired device-specific information and 
user priority; and 

configuration information transmitter for 
transmitting the priority-control configuration 
10 information, which nas been generated by said 

configuration information generator, to the selected 
network device to theVeby set this information in this 
network device. \ 

6. The system according to claim 2, wherein a directory 
15 server is provided, said directory server being provided 

with said event notification device and said database 
unit. \ 

7. A network-device control apparatus for performing 
priority control of a network device constituting a 

20 network based upon priority of an user, said apparatus 
comprising: \ 

an event receiver for receiving an identifier of a 
user from an event notifier when the user has logged in 
to a communication terminal or \Vhen the user has 
25 launched an application; \ 

means for acquiring priority\of the user, which is 
indicated by the reported user identifier, and the 
address of an apparatus that is thet destination of 



communication by said communication terminal; 

a device selector for selecting network devices on 
a path along whAch the communication terminal and the 
apparatus that is the destination of communication 
5 communicate; \ 

a generating \unit for generating information 
necess ary to perform priority control in accordance with 
the user priority; and 

means for configuring the network device with the 
10 information that has\been generated by said generating 
unit . \ 

8. A network-device dontrol system for performing 
priority control of a Aetwork device constituting a 
network based upon priority of an application, said 

15 system comprising: \ 

an event notification device for detecting that a 
user has launched a predetermined application from a 
communication terminal, and reporting an identifier of 
the application and the fadt that an application-launch 

20 event has occurred ; and \ 

a network-device controller for performing priority 
control of a network device based upon information 
reported by said event notification device; wherein 

said network-device controller acquires priority of 

25 the application indicated by tlie application identifier 
reported by said event notification device, obtains 
network devices on a communication path between said 
communication terminal and an apparatus that is the 



destination of^ communication, generates information 
necessary to control the network devices in accordance 
with the application priority, and configures each 
network device with this priority control information. 
5 9. The system according to claim 8, further comprising 
a database unit for storing user information in 
association with W user identifier, and application 
information, which includes the application priority, in 
association with an application identifier; wherein 
10 said event notification device acquires the 

priority of the application from said database unit and 
reports this application priority to said network-device 
controller, \ 

1 0 . The system according to claim 9 , wherein 
1 5 when the user has launched a predetermined 

application, the communication terminal sends the 
application identifier \and the address of the apparatus 
that is the destination \of communication to said 
database unit and said database unit stores the 
20 application identifier and the address of the apparatus, 
which is the destination o\f communication, in 
association with the user identifier; and 

said event notification device detects occurrence 
of an application- launch event by a change in the 
25 application information in the user information in said 
database unit, acquires the priority of the application, 
the address of the apparatus thWt is the destination of 
communication and the address ofl the communication 
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terminal ftrom said database unit, and reports these to 
said network-device controller. 

11. The system according to claim 8, wherein said event 
notification device includes: 
5 an event detector for detecting that a 

communication terminal has given rise to an application- 
launch event \ and 

an event! notif ier for notifying said network-device 
controller of the fact that the event occurred and of 
10 the applications identifier ; and 

said network-device controller includes: 

an event receiver for receiving notification from 
said event notif ier; 

a priority acquisition unit for acquiring the 
1 5 priority of the application indicated by the received 
application identifier ; 

a device selector for selecting a network device 
which is subjected to\ priority control based upon the 
priority of the application; 
20 a device-specific \ information acquisition unit for 

acquiring state of configuration of the selected network 
device and a method of configuring the device; 

a configuration information generator for 
generating priority-controlL configuration information 
25 for performing priority control of each network device 
based upon the acquired device-specific information and 
application priority; and \ 

configuration information transmitter for 



transmitting the priority-control configuration 
information, which has been generated by said 
configuration I information generator, to the selected 
network devicel to thereby set this information in this 
network devicel 

12. The system according to claim 9, wherein a 
directory server is provided, said directory server 
being provided vAith said event notification device and 
said database unit . 

13. A network-device control apparatus for performing 
priority control of a network device constituting a 
network based upon! priority of an application, said 
apparatus comprising : 

an event receilver for receiving an identifier of an 
application from an \ event notification device when a 
user has launched ari application at a communication 
terminal; \ 

means for acquiring priority of the application, 
which is indicated by\the notified application 
identifier, and the address of an apparatus that is the 
destination of communication by said communication 
terminal based upon the\ application; 

a device selector \f or selecting network devices on 
a path along which the communication terminal and the 
apparatus that is the destination of communication 
communicate; \ 

a generating unit fori generating information 
necessary to perform priority control in accordance with 
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the application priority; and 

means! for configuring the network device with the 
information that has been generated by said generating 
unit . 

5 14. A netwdrk-device control system for controlling any 
one of bandwidth, discard rate and delay of a network 
device constituting a network, said system comprising: 
an event vnotif ication device for detecting that a 
user has logged in to a communication terminal or that a 
1 0 user has launched a predetermined application from a 

communication terminal, and reporting an identifier of 
the user and the\ f act that an event has occurred; and 

a network-device controller for controlling any one 
of bandwidth, discard rate and delay of a network device 
1 5 based upon information reported by said event 
notification device; 

said network-device controller: 

acquiring any one of a bandwidth value, discard- 
rate value and delay Walue conforming to a user 
20 identified by the user identifier reported by said event 
notification device; 

obtaining network \devices on a communication path 
between said communication terminal and an apparatus 
that is the destination \>f communication; 
25 generating configuration information necessary to 

control any one of bandwidth, discard rate and delay in 
accordance with the value acquired; and 

configuring each networik device with this generated 
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configuration information . 

15. A netWork-device control apparatus for controlling 
any one of pandwidth, discard rate and delay of a 
network device constituting a network, said apparatus 
5 comprising: \ 

an event! receiver for receiving at least an 
identifier of \a user from an event notification device 
when the user mas logged in to a communication terminal 
or when the useV has a launched an application; 



10 means for acquiring any one of a bandwidth value, 

£3 \ 

'-.3 discard-rate value and delay value conforming to a user 

\fl identified by thd notified user identifier, and the 

i;y \ 

M address of an apparatus that is the destination of 
— \ 

lu communication by said communication terminal; 

\ 

15 a device seleqtor for selecting a network device on 



a path along which the communication terminal and the 
apparatus that is the destination of communication 
communicate ; \ 

a generating unity for generating configuration 

20 information necessary to control any one of bandwidth, 
discard rate and delay In accordance with said value 
acquired; and \ 

means for configuring the network device with the 
configuration information \that has been generated by 

25 said generating unit. \ 

16. A network-device contitol system for controlling any 
one of bandwidth, discard ra\te and delay of a network 
device constituting a network, said system comprising: 



an evenfe notification device for detecting that a 
user has launcihed a predetermined application at a 
communication terminal, and reporting an identifier of 
the application and the fact that an application- launch 
5 event has occurred; and 

a network-device controller for controlling any one 
of bandwidth, discard rate and delay of a network device 
based upon information reported by said event 
notification device; 
10 said network-pevice controller: 

acquiring any\one of a bandwidth value, discard- 
rate value and delay value of an application identified 
by the application identifier reported by said event 
notification device; \ 
1 5 obtaining networW devices on a communication path 

between said communication terminal and an apparatus 
that is the destination of communication; 

generating configuration information necessary to 
control any one of bandwidth, discard rate and delay in 
20 accordance with the value acquired; and 

configuring each network device with this generated 
configuration information^. 

17. A network-device contirol apparatus for controlling 
any one of bandwidth, discard rate and delay of a 
25 network device constituting^ a network, said apparatus 
comprising: \ 

an event receiver for receiving an identifier of an 
application from an event identification device when a 



user has a launched an application at a communication 
terminal ; \ 

means for acquiring any one of a bandwidth value, 
discard-rate value a\rid delay value conforming to an 
5 application identified by the reported application 

identifier, and the address of an apparatus that is the 
destination of communication by said communication 
terminal based upon thte application; 

a device selector \for selecting a network device on 
10 a path along which the communication terminal and the 
apparatus that is the destination of communication 
communicate ; \ 

a generating unit for generating configuration 
information necessary to control any one of bandwidth, 
1 5 discard rate and delay in accordance with the value 
acquired ; and \ 

means for configuring Ithe network device with the 
configuration information that has been generated by 
said generating unit. I 



